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MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [2.48 pm]: I have a petition that states — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, say 
We are concerned about the harmful effects of alcohol on our society and our youth. Problem drinking 
in young people is at disturbing levels. Alcohol contributes to the three leading causes of death among 
adolescents—unintentional injuries, homicide and suicide. There is evidence that young people’s brains 
continue developing into their 20’s making them particularly vulnerable to the harmful effects of 
alcohol. Some damage can be permanent. 

2014 was the first year that children turned 18 while still in high school. They can now legally purchase 
alcohol while still at school. 

Young people surveyed by the Drug and Alcohol Office of WA showed they are aware of the health 
risks of drinking, yet continue to drink regardless. This is not simply an issue of education. Current 
research indicates that preventing exposure to alcohol use and promotion in environments frequented by 
children is an important step towards changing young people’s attitudes to alcohol. 

Consumers who want alcohol have a choice as to where to go. Children and young adults at school, and 
travelling to and from school do not. A liquor license is a privilege not a right, and any liquor licensing 
decision must hold harm-minimisation as its guiding principle. 
We believe that to reduce alcohol-related harm in future generations, changing the cultural place of 
alcohol in the general community is needed, along with reducing underage access to alcohol. 
It is not appropriate for children and adolescents to be exposed to enterprises that promote the sale and 
consumption of alcohol where they learn, play and socialise—particularly while they are at school, or 
travelling to or from school. 
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly 
To amend the Liquor Control Act so that an application for a liquor licence shall not be granted 
for any premises within 500m of a school. 

I actually have 1 000 signatures; about 200 of them are online. I present 800 compliant signatures in this petition. 
[See petition 236.] 
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